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Tax Season Special Enrollment Periods

The second open enrollment period (OEP) under the Affordable Care Act ended on February 15, with more than
11.4 million people enrolled in coverage through the Federal and state Marketplaces. 1 Attention now turns to
the 2014 tax season. Many tax filers who were uninsured for all or part of 2014 are learning for the first time
that they must pay a penalty, and have missed the opportunity to enroll in 2015 coverage. A recent analysis by
the Urban Institute finds significant percentages of uninsured adults who may be subject to the penalty have
heard little or nothing about it, did not expect or did not know if they would have to pay the penalty, and did not
know about the Marketplace enrollment deadlines, if they had heard of the Marketplaces at all. 2
The Federal government and eight State-based Marketplaces – in California, Connecticut, Kentucky, Maryland,
Minnesota, New York, Washington and Vermont – have already announced plans to establish a Special
Enrollment Period (SEP) to permit individuals subject to the tax penalty to enroll in 2015 coverage outside of this
year’s OEP, thereby minimizing the penalty they could incur when filing their 2015 taxes. 3
The Affordable Care Act requires that all Marketplaces provide initial and annual open enrollment periods
(OEPs), during which individuals may enroll in coverage. Additionally, Marketplaces must offer certain “special
enrollment periods,” generally triggered by changes in life circumstances – such as marriage, the birth of a child
and involuntary loss of coverage – that permit individuals to enroll in coverage outside of the annual OEP.
Marketplaces have discretion, however, to establish additional enrollment periods beyond the federal
minimums. 4
The “tax season SEPs” announced thus far include the following:
•

Federal. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services established a SEP to run March 15 through
April 30 for individuals living in states with a Federally-facilitated Marketplace and not currently enrolled
in coverage through the FFM for 2015 who attest to: (1) paying the penalty for not having health
coverage in 2014 when they filed their tax return; and (2) first becoming aware of, or understanding the
implications of, the requirement to have coverage after the end of open enrollment and in connection
with preparing their 2014 taxes. 5

•

California. Covered California announced a SEP available from February 23 to April 30 for “consumers
who did not know or understand there was a tax penalty for being uninsured in 2014 or who learned
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they may face a penalty for 2015.” Applicants must attest that they did not know there was a tax penalty
by selecting “Informed of Tax Penalty Risk” when submitting an application online. 6
•

Connecticut. Access Health CT’s CEO announced that a month-long special enrollment period, likely in
April, will take place for those who are learning for the first time that they face a tax penalty for being
uninsured in 2014.7

•

Kentucky. Governor Steve Beshear announced that kynect will provide a SEP from March 2 through April
30 for individuals “unaware of possible tax penalties.” 8

•

Maryland. Maryland Health Connection established a SEP to run March 15 through April 30 for
Marylanders “who must pay the penalty for lacking health insurance in 2014 and who attest that they
became aware of the penalty during this income tax filing season after the Feb. 15 close of open
enrollment for 2015 coverage.” 9

•

Minnesota. MNsure has established a SEP from March 1 through April 30 for “individuals who are
required to pay a penalty for being uninsured in 2014 as they file their 2014 tax return.” 10

•

New York. To apply for coverage during the NY State of Health’s SEP, open from March 1 through April
30, individuals must attest that upon filing their 2014 taxes, they paid the penalty for not having health
insurance in 2014 and first became aware of or understood the implications of not having health
insurance. 11

•

Washington. The Washington Health Benefit Exchange directs “customers who were unaware of the tax
penalty” to complete an online application and to call the Marketplace’s Customer Support Center when
prompted to select a type of SEP. The SEP began on February 17 and ends on April 17. Individuals must
select a plan and submit payment by the deadline to effectuate coverage. 12

•

Vermont. Vermont Health Connect’s SEP is available to those “who learn about the new federal fee
when they file their 2014 taxes.” Individuals must apply and select a plan within 60 days of discovering
their penalty, but no later than May 31. 13
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